Ch.-VI]    Contemporary Problems of Abnormal Sexual Relations      159

A major Syringe manufacturer puts the figure in between 20
to 50 millions by the turn of the century. According to the company,
the rate of growth in India is 60.7 per cent a year compared to the
world growth figure of 16.4 per cent. Further still, the company
warns: "if AIDS cases keeps growing at this rate, India's entire
population of 940 million people shall be HIV-affected by the year
2013". The Budget provision for the financial year 1998-99 is
Rs.l 10.60 crores to treat 6059 full blown cases and 78,000 HIV
infected.

India is now contemplating to combat this dreadful disease
by adopting two measures: one is to make vaccine and the other is
to give sex education to the masses including children. The 15Prime
Minister of India while addressing the members of Parliament said,
"I do not think we should hesitate to tell children about the process
of growing up the disease and its implications. The growing threat
of HIV/AIDS in the Country points to the urgency for doing this.

He stressed the need for the Indian Council for Medical
Research (ICMR), Centre for Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR), Department of Biotechnology and other institutions, which
have expertise the vaccine development to be brought together to
synergise their efforts. He urged the Union Health Minister Mr. Dalit
Ezhilmalai, to take the lead and organise a team to explore the
possibility of developing an indigenous vaccine in the most effective
fashion.

The primary focus of AIDS education has degenerated into
a glorification of safe sex. A programme conducted in July 1998
in Delhi for Class IX students told them that kissing is safe since it
would need exchange of 20 litres of saliva to transmit the virus.
Another programme in Mumbai targeted the pre-teens. It involved
asking students about their interpretations of love and relationships,
showing pictures of parts of body and asking them to name their
favourite and most disliked parts.

The most favoured method in statistical jugglery is to conduct

15.    The Hindu, Hyderabad Edition, dt. 13-12^1998.